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Truro  Rural  District  Council 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
for  the  Year  Ending,  31st  December,  1949 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  and  Sanitary  Conditions  in  the  Truro  Rural  District  during 
1949. 


The  general  health  of  the  population  can  be  said  to  have 
been  satisfactory  despite  the  epidemic  of  poliomyelitis.  This  was  a 
country-wide  affair  which  unfortunately  our  District  did  not  escape. 
In  all  there  were  13  cases  with  one  death.  The  infections  occurred 
at  scattered  points  throughout  the  District  and  in  no  case  could  any 
connection  between  cases  be  established.  Intensive  research  into 
the  epidemiology  of  this  disease  is  going  on  both  at  home  and  in 
America.  Meanwhile  the  method  of  spread  remains  something  of  a 
mystery.  There  are  grounds  for  suspicion  that  in  some  epidemics 
house  flies  have  assisted  in  the  spread  of  the  disease.  If  this  can  be 
established  we  shall  have  one  more  reason  for  improving  our  methods 
of  disposal  of  sewage  and  house  refuse. 

The  report  on  the  Sanitary  Conditions  in  the  Area  was 
compiled  by  Mr.  E.  R.  C.  Harvey  for  the  last  time.  Having  served 
the  Council  faithfully  and  well  as  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Building  Surveyor  for  just  short  of  30  years  he  retired  on  pension  in 
1950.  My  personal  thanks  are  due  to  him  for  his  ready  and  cheer¬ 
ful  cooperation  at  all  times.  ^ 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  servant 

V.  WHITMAN 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Truro  Rural  District 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  COi^OITIONS 


Area,  acres 

108,316 

Parishes 

24 

Population 

27,200 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

9,125 

Rateable  value 

%:85,049 

Product  of  penny  rate 

£355 

Number  of  families  on  housing  list 

600 

Number  of  houses  built  since  1945 

203 

Number  of  houses  under  construction 

77 

Rural  Housing  Survey 

The  survey  of  houses  of  a  rateable  value  of  /"lb  or  less 
was  begun  in  1945  and  was  completed  in  1949.  A  total  of  5,799 
houses  was  inspected  of  which  4,280,  or  nearly  47%  of  all  the  houses 
in  the  area,  were  considered  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  and 
1,138  of  them  were  beyond  repair  at  reasonable  expense.  Assuming 
that  the  houses  in  Category  5  must  be  replaced  and  the  average  cost 
of  repairing  those  in  Categories  3  and  4  would  be  ^100  it  appears 
that  a  capital  sum  of  well  over  £2  millions  would  be  required  to 
provide  a  reasonable  standard  of  housing  for  the  workers  in  this 
District-  Actually  the  sum  would  be  greatly  in  excess  of  this  figure 
if  the  provision  of  sewerage  and  water  supplies  were  taken  into 
account.  Even  if  men  and  materials  were  available  for  this  work  it 
would  be  idle  to  suggest  that  such  a  fantastic  sum  or  any  reasonable 
part  of  it  could  be  provided  from  local  resources. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births 

Males  198  Females  210  Total  408 

Crude  birth  rate,  per  1,000  population,  Truro  Rural  District  15.0 

Crude  birth  rate,  per  1,000  population,  England  and  Wales  16.7 

Stilt  Births 

Males  2  Females  5  Total  7 

Still  birth  rate,  per  1,000  births,  Truro  Rural  District  17.0 

Still  birth  rate,  per  1,000  births,  England  and  Wales  23.0 


Deaths 

Males  181  Females  194  Total  375 

Crude  death  rate,  per  1,000  population,  Truro  Rural  District  13.8 

Crude  death  rate,  per  1,000  population,  England  and  Wales  11.7 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1  Year 

Males  9  Females  7  Total  16 

Infant  Mortality  Rate,  per  1,000  population, 

Truro  Rural  District  39.0 
5,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  England  and  Wales  32.0 
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ANALYSIS  OF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


1948  1949 


1 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

— 

— 

2 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

— 

1 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

5 

Diphtheria  ...  .  . 

— 

— 

6 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  System 

8 

11 

7 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

8 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

— 

— 

9 

Influenza 

1 

1 

10 

Measles 

— - 

— 

11 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polioencephalitis 

1 

2 

12 

Acute  Inf.  Encephalitis 

— 

1 

13 

Cancer 

52 

62 

14 

Diabetes 

1 

— 

15 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions 

34 

35 

16 

Heart  Diseases 

108 

125 

17 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulation 

6 

13 

18 

Bronchitis 

10 

11 

19 

Pneumonia 

13 

13 

20 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

11 

12 

21 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

2 

3 

22 

Diarrhoea  under  2  years 

— 

1 

23 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

3 

9 

24 

Nephritis 

10 

4 

25 

Maternal  Causes 

2 

— 

26 

Premature  Birts 

3 

3 

27 

Congenital  Malformation,  Birth  Injuries,  etc. 

6 

10 

28 

Suicide 

1 

5 

29 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

3 

5 

30 

Other  Violent  Causes  .  . 

8 

9 

31 

All  Other  Causes 

44 

36 

DEATHS 

IN  ADE 

GROUPS 

330 

Under  1  year 

9 

8 

17 

1  —  4  years 

- — 

2 

2 

5-14  „ 

— 

1 

1 

15—24  „ 

6 

2 

8 

25—44  „ 

6 

12 

18 

45—64  „ 

33 

34 

67 

Over  65  ,, 

122 

135 

257 

176 

194 

370 

■aan 
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It  will  be  seen  that  the  total  of  deaths  in  the  first  2  sets  of 
tables  is  375  whereas  in  the  third  it  is  370*  d'he  two  former  tables 
are  compiled  from  figures  provided  by  the  Registrar  General,  the 
third  from  the  particulars  of  deaths  provided  monthly  by  the  Local 
Registrars,  corrected  by  the  transfers  in  and  out  notified  quarterly 
by  the  Registrar  General.  The  two  sets  of  figures  should  of  course 
tally  but  they  do  not  and,  though  one  naturally  hesitates  to  challenge 
the  accuracy  of  the  Registrar  General,  I  am  satisfied  that  his  figures 
are  wrong  in  very  many  respects.  Instances  of  the  discrepancies 
are  : — 


R.G’s  figure 

My  figure 

Deaths  from  Syphilitic  Diseases 

2 

Nil 

Poliomyelitis 

2 

1 

Acute  Infectious  Encephalitis 

1 

Nil 

Diabetes 

Nil 

4 

Intracranial  Lesions 

35 

48 

Heart  Diseases 

125 

96 

Bronchitis 

5 

7 

Pneumonia 

7 

11 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

12 

16 

Prematurity 

3 

6 

Neither  of  the  figures  for  “  Heart 

Diseases  ” 

presents  an 

accurate  picture  as  in  the  majority  of  cases  with  this  label  the  real 
cause  of  death  was  old  age  and  the  heart  was  no  more  diseased  than 
any  other  part  of  the  body.  This  argument  should  also  apply  of 
course  to  such  conditions  as  terminal  Pneumonias. 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  HEALTH  SERVICE 


(a)  Clinics 


Infant  Welfare  Clinics  were  held  twice  a  month  at  four 
centres  in  the  Rural  District.  People  living  near  Truro,  Falmouth 
or  Penryn  took  their  babies  to  the  Centres  in  those  towns.  'I'o  sup¬ 
plement  these  regular  visits  were  paid  to  the  houses  of  all  infants 
and  pre-school  children. 


St.  Agnes  .  23  sessions 

Perranporth  23  ,, 

Grampound  Rd.  22  ,, 

Perranwell  ...  23  ,, 


571 

573 

523 

539 


attendances 

n 


No  specialist  clinics  are  provided  in  the  Rural  District  but 
the  services  of  those  in  the  neighbouring  towns  are  readily  available. 


(b)  Ambulance  Service 

There  is  a  country  centre  at  St.  Agnes  with  one  ambulance 
owned  and  manned  by  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade.  The  bulk 
of  the  work  is  however  done  by  ambulances  based  on  the  main 
centres,  Truro,  Falmouth  and  Redruth. 
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(c)  Home  Helps 

Home  Helps  for  work  in  the  Rural  District  are  based  on 
Penryn  (two)  and  Truro  (one).  The  services  of  these  were  greatly 
appreciated  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  establishment  will  shortly  be 
increased  to  meet  the  growing  demand. 

(d)  After  Care 

Grants  for  the  purchase  of  extra  nourishment  were  made 
to  17  cases  of  Tuberculosis  on  the  recommendation  of  the  County 
Tuberculosis  Officer. 

(e)  Laboratory  Facilities 

It  was  arranged  as  from  1st  April,  1949,  that  bacterio¬ 
logical  work  relevant  to  the  diagnosis,  control  and  prevention  of 
infectious  disease  would  be  done  free  of  charge  to  local  authorities 
at  the  Royal  Cornwall  Infirmary.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  established  a  laboratory  in  Truro 
for  this  work. 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Age 

Group 


Scarlet 

Fever 


Whooping 

Cough 


Acute 

Poliomyelitis 


Measles  Diphtheria 


M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0-1 

— 

• — - 

2 

3 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1-3 

— 

— 

5 

6 

1 

1 

25 

19 

- — 

— 

3-5 

— 

— 

11 

6 

1 

1 

40 

36 

— 

— 

5-10 

— 

2 

7 

2 

— 

4 

57 

64 

— 

— 

10-15 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

10 

17 

— ■ 

— 

15-25 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

4 

— 

1 

23-1- 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

2 

4 

4 

— 

— 

1 

2 

25 

19 

3 

10 

140 

145 

— 

1 

Totals 

3 

44 

13 

285 

1 

Age 

Group 

Acute 

Pneumonia 

Parat3^phoid 

Fevers 

-r.  •  1  Cerebro-spinal 

Erysipelas 

Food 

Poisoning 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0-5 

4 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

5-15 

2 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15-45 

4 

6 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

— - 

— 

1 

1 

45-65 

4 

4 

— - 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  4" 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

14 

23 

— 

1 

2 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Totals 


37 
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Puerperal 

Ophthalmia 

Pyrexia 

Neonatorum 

M  F 

M  F 

—  1 

—  1 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

During  the  year  159  children  under  5  years  of  age  were 
immunised  against  Diphtheria.  25  children  between  the  ages  of  5 
and  14  years  were  immunised  and  92  others  were  given  booster  doses. 
On  31st  December,  1,054,  or  86.5%  of  the  1,219  children  between 


15  months  and  5  years  in  the  area,  had  bee 

Vaccination  against  Smallpox 

Under  1  1—4 

n  immunised, 

5—14  15  + 

Total 

Numbers  vaccinated 

34  41 

9 

30 

114 

Numbers  re  vaccinated 

Tuberculosis 

- —  - 

2 

21 

23 

NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

AGE  PERIODS 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonji  r y 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulnionary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0--  1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1—  5 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5—15 

2 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15-— 25 

4 

6 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

25—35 

11 

7 

2 

3 

1 

2 

— 

— 

35—45 

1 

5 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45—55 

6 

2 

1 

2 

5 

— 

— 

— 

55—65 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  + 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

29 

22 

7 

7 

9 

4 

— 

1 

Totals  ...  51  14  13  1 


The  apparently  huge  increase  in  the  number  of  new  notifi¬ 
cations  of  the  disease  in  1949,  51  respiratory  and  14  non-respiratory 
cases  as  against  10  respiratory  and  no  non-  respiratory  cases  in 
1948,  was  due  almost  entirely  to  an  overhaul  of  the  register.  Many 
patients  had  been  known  to  the  County  Tuberculosis  Officer  and  the 
Health  Visitors  for  years  but  had  never  been  formally  notified  as 
cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  so  had  never  been  registered.  There 
were  at  least  26  persons  in  this  category  while  a  number  of  the 
formal  notifications  were  only  made  in  response  to  requests  from  my 
office.  The  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  on  the  register  at  the 
end  of  the  year  was  139  respiratory  and  44  non-respiratory.  This 
represents  an  incidence  of  6.78  per  1 ,000  of  the  population  as  against 
an  incidence  of  6.  per  1,000  for  the  whole  of  the  County. 
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SANITARY  GIRGUfVISTANGES  IN  THE  AREA 


Water  Supplies 

The  year  1948  will  be  remembered  as  a  drought  year. 
The  long  but  dry  summer  following  a  much  drier  than  average 
winter  caused  many  sources  to  run  dry  which  had  never  previously 
failed  within  living  memory. 

Many  wells,  public  and  private,  dried  up  and  water  had  to 
be  carried.  In  some  places  static  tanks  were  set  up  and  supplied. 
Idle  watering  of  livestock  became  a  problem.  In  places  farmers 
had  to  invoke  the  aid  of  the  Council  or  the  County  Fire  Service  to 
carry  water  for  them. 

(l)  Perranzabuloe 

By  bringing  in  the  emergency  sources  at  Mount  Tunnel 
and  the  former  Air  Ministry  Pumping  Station  at  Blowing  House  it 
was  possible  to  maintain  a  constant  supply  to  the  Parish  during  the 
holiday  season.  The  only  area  in  the  Parish  which  suffered  from  a 
shortage  was  at  St.  George’s  Hill  where  at  week  ends  during  the 
summer  months  the  supply  was  intermittent.  This  is  not  an  unusual 
happening,  it  has  been  commented  upon  in  previous  Annual  Reports. 
The  Council  has  under  consideration  the  installation  of  a  Booster, 
which  when  put  in  operation  will  overcome  the  periodic  shortage  to 
this  area. 

The  scheme  for  augmenting  Perranzabuloe  supply  from  Treamble 
Shaft  is  well  advanced  and  should  be  ready  to  be  brought  into  service 
early  in  the  New  Year.  This  will  permit  the  scrapping  of  the 
Pumping  Plant  at  Mount  Tunnel  which  has  given  cause  for  some 
anxiety  as  in  the  main  it  is  over  30  years  old. 

Samples  of  the  water  are  regularly  taken  and  submitted  to 
the  Analyst  for  a  Bacteriological  Report.  The  following  are  typical 
Reports  : — 

(a)  Report  No.  49/2252 

Water.  Perranporth  trains. 

Total  No.  Organisms  growing  at  37  deg.  C.  in  24  hrs  : —  per  ml. 

,,  „  ,,  ,,  48  hrs  : —  1  per  ml. 

,,  ,,  ,,  22  deg.  C.  in  72  hrs  : —  2  per  ml. 

Presumptive  coliforms  including  I.A.C.  group  : —  0  per  100  ml. 

Typical  B.  coli : —  0  per  100  ml. 
B.  Welchii  : — 

Satisfactory. 
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(b)  Report  No.  49/9343 

Water.  Public  Supply  at  Perranporth  Mains. 

Total  No.  Organisms  growing  at  37  deg.  C.  in  24  hrs.  : —  per  ml. 

„  ,,  ,,  ,,  48  hrs.  : —  per  ml. 

,,  ,,  ,,  22  deg.  C  in  72  hrs,  : —  per  ml. 

Presumptive  coliforms  including  I.A.C.  group  : —  1  per  100  ml. 

Typical  B.  coli.  ; —  0  per  100  ml. 
B:  welchii  : — 

Satisfactory. 

(2)  St.  Agnes 

In  this  Parish  where  there  are  over  60  miles  of  mains,  the 
supply  was  maintained  by  bringing  into  use  for  longer  periods  than 
in  previous  years  the  emergency  sources  at  Menagissey  and  Wheal 
Music. 

The  Plant  has  been  maintained  in  a  satisfactory  condition, 
no  time  having  been  lost  through  a  breakdown. 

Considerable  quantities  of  water  were  taken  by  transport 
by  Farmers  and  private  individuals  resident  outside  the  Parish  during 
the  summer  drought. 

Samples  are  regularly  submitted  for  Bacteriological  Exam¬ 
ination.  Two  Reports  on  such  samples  are  as  follows  — 


(a)  Report  No.  49/2253 

Water.  St.  Agnes  Mains. 

Total  No,  Organisms  growing  at  37  deg.  C.  in  24  hrs  : —  per  ml. 
,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  48  hrs  ; —  5  per  ml. 

,,  ,,  ,,  22  deg.  C.  in  72  hrs  : —  19  per  ml. 

Presumptive  coliforms  including  I.A.C.  group  8  per  100  ml. 

Typical  B.  coli  0  per  100  ml. 
Cl.  welchii. 

Satisfactoiy. 

(b)  Report  No.  49/7509 

Water.  Standpipe  St.  Agnes  Mains. 

Total  No.  Organisms  growing  at  37  deg.  C.  in  24  hrs  : —  per  ml. 
„  ,,  „  „  48  hrs  :  -  80  per  ml, 

,,  ,,  ,,  22  deg.  C.  in  72  hrs  : —  144  per  nd. 

Presumptive  coliforms  including  I.A.C-  group  0  per  100  ml. 

7'ypical  B.  coli  0  per  100  ml. 
Cl.  welchii. 


The  results  are  very  satisfactory. 
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(3)  St.  Mawes. 

The  supply  to  St.  Mawes  was  maintained  but  during  July 
month  it  was  necessary  to  turn  it  off  from  7  p.m.  to  7  a.m.  on 
account  of  the  rapidly  diminishing  amount  in  the  Reservoirs  and  the 
yield  at  the  sources.  During  August  month  the  position  became 
serious  and  desperate,  only  3  days  water  in  storage  and  the  sources 
dried  up. 


The  Council  arranged  with  the  County  Fire  Service  to 
pump  water  from  Pendower  stream,  some  four  miles  distant.  This 
involved  laying  a  line  of  hose  for  the  greater  part  of  the  distance 
along  the  highway,  bridging  same  where  intersecting  roads  had  to  be 
crossed.  1  he  water  was  pumped  to  Trethem  Pumping  Station 
where  it  was  filtered  and  chlorinated  and  pumped  from  there  to  the 
Reservoirs  at  St.  Mawes.  This  emergency  work  cost  the  Council 
about  £150. 

Samples  of  water  distributed  to  St.  Mawes  are  regularly 
taken  and  submitted  for  Bacteriological  Reports. 

The  following  are  typical  Reports  : — 

(a)  Report  No.  49/1541 

Water.  St.  Mawes  Water  Supply/  “  Lloyds  Standpipe 

Total  No.  Organisms  growing  at  37  deg.  C.  in  24  hrs  : —  per  ml. 

,.  „  „  ,,  48  hrs  : —  *  per  ml. 

^Unreadable 

,,  ,,  ,,  22  deg.  C.  in  72  hrs  : —  32  per  ml. 

Presumptive  coliforms  including  I.A.C.  group  14  per  100  ml. 

Typical  B.  coli  Nil  per  100  ml. 
B.  welchii. 

The  results  are  satisfactory. 

(b)  Report  No.  49/9116 

Water,  St.  Mawes  Supply. 

Total  No.  Organisms  growing  at  37  deg.  C.  in  24  hrs  : —  per  ml. 

j,  ,,  ,,  ,,  48  hrs  : —  per  ml. 

,.  ,,  ,,  22  deg.  C.  in  72  hrs  : —  per  nd. 

Presumptive  coliforms  including  I.A.C.  group  0  per  100  ml. 

Typical  B.  coli  0  per  100  ml. 
B.  welchii. 


Very  satisfactory. 
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(4)  Myloi* 

The  scheme  for  the  partial  supply  of  water  to  Mylor  Bridge 
has  during  the  year  been  extended  to  New  Row,  where  there  are 
about  30  dwellings.  In  addition  a  number  of  dwellings  abutting  the 
ex  W.D.  main  have  been  connected  thereto  as  well  as  a  number  of 
Farm  premises. 

There  still  remains  about  two-thirds  of  the  village  where 
the  houses  cannot  be  connected  until  the  branch  mains  have  been 
laid.  This  work  should  be  given  early  consideration. 

At  Flushing  a  number  of  houses  have  been  connected  to 
the  branch  main  laid  the  previous  year  from  Penscove. 

In  these  cases  the  water  is  bought,  in  bulk,  from  Falmouth 
Corporation,  and  a  constant  supply  has  been  maintained  throughout 
the  year. 

(5)  Kea  PJaylng  Place. 

This  supply  has  been  satisfactorily  maintained  on  the  whole. 
The  exceptions  being  a  shortage  on  Mondays  from  about  9  a.m.  to 
3  p.m.  when  the  draw-off  in  Truro  is  such  that  the  supply  is  insuffi¬ 
cient  to  put  the  Booster  at  Kea  School  into  operation. 

The  residents  at  Playing  Place  are  aware  of  this  short¬ 
coming  and  fill  up  receptables  on  the  Sunday  to  carry  them  over 
this  period- 

The  supply  is  obtained  from  Truro  Water  Co.  in  bulk. 

(6)  Devoran. 

The  privately  owned  undertaking  which  supplies  residents 
at  Devoran  has  again  given  cause  for  grave  anxiety  to  the  Council, 
as  in  addition  to  the  annual  complaints  made  by  residents  as  to  the 
quantity  of  water  available  during  the  summer  months  and  to  the 
quality  of  same,  the  owners  of  the  undertaking  notified  each  consu¬ 
mer  that  on  and  after  the  29th  September,  1949  they  would  no 
longer  assume  responsibility  of  affording  a  supply  only  on  a  day  to 
day  basis  thereafter. 

The  Council  after  giving  very  careful  consideration  to  the 
liability  of  the  owner  to  maintain  the  undertaking  and  to  the  legal 
implications  have  entered  into  negotiations  to  acquire  the  undertaking 
and  extend  the  main  from  Playing  Place  to  Devoran  which  will 
afford  a  supply  from  Truro  Water  Co. 

The  following  are  Reports  of  samples  which  were  taken  of 
this  supply  : — 
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(a)  Report  No.  49/6774 

Water.  Outlet  of  Tank,  Tank  Oevoran. 

*  Unreadable  because  of  mould. 

Total  No.  Organisms  growing  at  37  deg.  C-  in  24  hrs  : —  *  per  ml. 

,,  ,,  ,,  48  hrs  : —  per  ml. 

,,  ,,  ,,  22  deg.  C.  in  72  hrs  : —  480  per  ml. 

Presumptive  coliforms  including  I.A.C.  group  180+  per  100  ml. 

Typical  B.  coli  0  per  100  ml. 
Cl.  welchii. 

Satisfactory. 

(b)  Report  No.  49/7442 

Water.  Public  Supply,  Oevoran, 

*  Unreadable  because  of  mould 

Total  No.  Organisms  growing  at  37  deg.  C.  in  24  hrs  : —  *  per  ml. 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  48  hrs  : —  *  per  ml. 

,,  ,,  ,,  22  deg.  C.  in  72  hrs  : —  504  per  ml. 

Presumptive  coliforms  including  I.A.C.  group  180+  per  100  ml. 

Typical  B.  coli  1  per  100  ml. 
Cl.  welchii. 

Specimen  shows  many  coliform  organisms,  a  few  of  which 
appear  to  be  of  recent  excretal  origin.  Unsatisfactory  for  a  piped 
supply. 

Ghforinatlon  of  Water  Supplies. 

The  supplies  of  Perranzabuloe,  St.  Agnes  and  St.  Mawes 
are  chlorinated.  At  Perranzabuloe  the  Silverwell  source  is  also 
treated  over  Lime  stone  beds  to  reduce  acidity.  The  sources  at  St. 
Agnes  are  also  similarly  treated. 

The  water  bought  from  Truro  Water  Co.,  and  Falmouth 
Corporation  is  treated  by  these  undertakers. 

Extensions  of  existing  Water  trains. 

No  major  extensions  of  mains  have  been  carried  out  during 
the  year  under  review. 

Schemes  of  Piped  ¥/ater  Supply. 

(a)  Mevwlyn  East. 

During  the  year  the  scheme  for  the  supply  of  water  to  the 
Parish  of  Newlyn  East  was  let  to  contract.  Considerable  progress 
has  been  made  in  the  laying  of  the  main  from  Kestle  Mill  to  Newlyn 
East  Village. 

Early  in  the  coming  year  the  works  should  be  com[)leted. 

The  water  for  this  scheme  is  being  bought  from  Newquay 
Water  Co.,  in  bulk. 
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fb)  Cubert. 

A  contract  was  let  and  work  commenced  for  the  supply  of 
water  to  Cubert  and  blolywell  Bay  in  the  parish  of  Cubert. 

The  source  of  this  supply  is  from  Treamble  Shaft  and  l\It. 
Tunnel  in  Perranzabuloe  Parish. 

Plere  again  it  should  be  possible  for  Cubert  Village  resi¬ 
dents  to  connect  to  the  mains  earls  in  the  coming  year. 

(c)  Ladock  and  South  East  parts  of  the  District. 

This  scheme,  which  has  received  the  approval  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  has  been  put  up  to  tender,  and  the  work  should 
be  commenced  early  in  the  new  year. 

Delays  have  arisen  owing  to  difficulties  in  the  acquisition 
of  Reservoir  sites,  and  the  delivery  of  pipes  and  fittings. 

This  scheme  will  provide  a  piped  supply  to  the  villages  of 
Ladock,  Gram  pound  Road,  Probus,  Tregony,  Veryan,  Gerrans, 
Portscatho  and  intervening  hamlets  as  well  as  augmenting  the 
supply  to  St.  Mawes  in  lieu  of  present  emergency  source  at  Trethem. 

(d)  Mitchell. 

A  small  scheme  for  the  provision  of  a  piped  water  supply 
to  the  village  of  Mitchell  has  been  completed. 

(e)  Shortlanesend. 

A  scheme  for  the  supply  of  water  to  Shortlanesend  has 
been  completed. 

The  source  and  pumping  plant  was  acquired  from  the  War 
Department  upon  their  relinquishing  a  camp  which  it  previously 
served. 

The  Council  laid  a  main  to  the  hamlet  and  erected  an 
elevated  Tank. 

Water  Supply  to  Schools. 

Many  of  the  schools  in  the  area  are  still  without  an 
adequate  water  supply.  In  many  cases  water  has  to  be  carried 
considerable  distances  to  satisfy  the  needs  of  the  scholars. 

With  the  advent  of  the  schemes  now  contemplated  it  will 
be  possible  for  many  schools  to  be  linked  up  with  the  mains. 

Population  etc.,  supplied  from  Gounoirs  Mains 

The  number  of  dwelling-houses  and  the  number  of  the 
population  supplied  from  public  water  mains  in  respect  of  the  under¬ 
mentioned  parishes  is  approximately  as  follows  : — 
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Direct  to  Houses 

Py  means  of  Standpipe 

Parish 

No.  of 
Dwelling 
Houses 

No. 
of  the 
Population 

No.  of 
Dwelling 
Houses 

No. 
of  the 
I'opulation 

St.  Agnes 

1,129 

3,420 

180 

480 

St.  Clements 

11 

50 

— 

— 

St.  Just-in-Roseland 
( St.  Mawes) 

350 

1,120 

— 

— 

Kea 

(Playing  Place) 

75 

280 

— 

— 

Kenwyn 

18 

75 

— 

• — 

My  lor 

239 

730 

72 

220 

Newlyn 

(Mitchell) 

14 

60 

— 

— 

Perranzabuloe 

828 

2,500 

35 

120 

Sewers  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

No  extension  of  existing  Sewers  has  been  made  during  the 
year,  neither  has  any  of  the  schemes  mentioned  in  my  last  Report 
got  beyond  the  stage  of  in  preparation”. 

Scavenging — Collection  and  Disposal  of  House  Refuse. 

The  collection  of  house  refuse  throughout  the  district  has 
been  satisfacto!  ily  maintained  during  the  year.  Weekly  collections 
in  the  villages  and  larger  hamlets  and  fortnightly  in  the  smaller 
hamlets  and  scattered  parts. 

Conservancy. 

The  emptying  of  Closet  Pails  at  Flushing  is  still  being 
undertaken  by  the  Council  from  premises  where  it  is  not  possible 
for  the  householders  to  dispose  of  same  in  iheir  garden. 

Cesspool  Emptying. 

During  the  year  the  Council’s  Cesspool  Emptier  dealt  with 
310  Cesspools  in  the  district. 

In  addition  it  has  regularly  emptied  the  pits  at  the  Ministi  y 
of  Food  Slaughterhouse  at  Chacewater  under  contract  with  the 
Ministry  of  Works. 

The  Cesspool  Emptier  has  also  been  lent  to  St.  Austell 
Urban  Council  for  work  in  that  Authority’s  area. 
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Salvage. 


The  sales  of  Waste  Paper  during  the  year  were  as  follows 
Waste  Paper  22  tons  7  cwts.  Value  4.  5. 

Public  Conveniences. 

The  Public  Conveniences  at  St  Agnes  (2),  Portbtowan, 
Chapel  Porth,  St.  Mawes  and  Portscatho  have  been  satisfactorily 
maintained  during  the  year,  despite  many  occasions  when  wilful 
damage  has  been  done  to  fittings  etc.  by  hooligans. 

The  Council  are  acquiring  sites,  and  in  some  cases  have 
actually  done  so,  for  Conveniences  at  Quay,  St.  Agnes,  Portloe, 
Veryan  Churchtown  and  Flushing. 

Housing. 


During  the  year  the  Council  completed  27  houses  thus 
making  the  total  erected  by  it  163  in  the  post  war  period. 

Approval  has  been  given  for  the  erection  of  a  further  48 
houses  by  the  Council. 

Private  enterprise  Licences  were  granted  by  the  Council 
to  12  individuals.  Of  these  2  were  completed  and  9  were  in  course 
of  erection  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Houses  inspected  under  Housing  Act  86 

.,  ,,  ,,  Public  Health  Act  94 

,,  ,,  ,,  Requisition  Notices  167 


Rural  Housing  Survey. 

The  following  Table  gives  the  result  of  the  survey  carried 
out  in  the  district  of  houses  of  a  Rateable  Value  of  and  under. 
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PARISH 

CATEGORIES 

Totals 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

St.  Agnes 

29 

65 

132 

499 

237 

962 

St.  Allen 

1 

14 

19 

60 

11 

105 

Chacewater 

9 

4 

104 

196 

145 

458 

St.  Clements 

— 

5 

8 

33 

13 

59 

Cubert 

48 

2 

27 

69 

6 

152 

Cuby 

— 

7 

7 

7 

1 

22 

St.  Erme 

2 

20 

7 

52 

15 

96 

Feock 

1 

31 

73 

260 

49 

414 

Gerrans 

4 

25 

33 

91 

30 

183 

Gwen  nap 

1 

8 

23 

173 

56 

261 

St.  Just-in-Roseland 

1 

18 

26 

98 

30 

173 

Kea 

— 

3 

29 

159 

95 

286 

Ken  wyn 

23 

43 

17 

116 

40 

239 

Ladock 

3 

26 

49 

99 

35 

212 

St.  Michael  Penkevil 

— 

1 

10 

36 

12 

59 

Mylor 

2 

12 

30 

237 

69 

350 

Newlyn  East 

21 

55 

96 

163 

15 

350 

Perranarworthal 

1 

5 

44 

165 

28 

243 

Perranzabuloe 

48 

46 

74 

296 

76 

540 

Probus 

3 

16 

43 

105 

56 

223 

Phiileigh 

— 

1 

3 

14 

11 

29 

Ruanlanihorne 

— 

— 

2 

17 

11 

30 

Tregoney 

5 

— 

17 

93 

39 

154 

Very  an 

— 

17 

20 

104 

58 

199 

202 

424 

893 

3142 

1138 

5799 

It  should  be  pointed  out  that  the  foregoing  Table  does  not 
include  houses  which  were  erected  between  the  Wars  under  Byelaw 
Control,  such  dwellings  in  the  main  would  be  in  Categories  1  and  2. 

However  the  percentage  of  houses  surveyed  which  come 
within  Categories  3  and  4  presents  a  fair  picture  of  housing  in  the 
more  rural  parts  of  the  district,  and  if  action  is  not  taken  in  getting 
these  houses  brought  up  to  standard,  and  also  to  carryout  the  repairs 
etc.,  which,  in  many  cases,  are  long  overdue  they  will  soon  slip  into 
Category  5,  which  at  the  end  of  the  Survey  revealed  that  20%  are 
already  in  that  Category. 

There  are  certain  factors  which  I  think  should  be  pointed 
out  which  are  directly  responsible  for  the  great  number  of  houses  in 
Categories  4  and  5  : —  The  limiting  of  the  amount  an  owner  can 
spend  on  the  repair  and  maintenance  of  his  property,  which  up  to 
the  middle  of  the  year  was  XlO.  This  was  later  increased  to  £\00. 
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The  operation  of  the  Rent  Restriction  Acts,  which  make  it 
an  impossiole  economic  [moposition  to  lay  out  money  on  ordinary 
repair  and  maintenance  work,  despite  the  obligations  placed  on  an 
owner  by  the  Housing  Acts. 

In  some  parts  of  the  area  the  worn-out  Leasehold  system 
has  not  given  the  Leaseholder  an  incentive  to  do  what  he  would  had 
he  been  the  Freeholder,  d'his  st^ite  of  affairs  is  particularly  notice¬ 
able  in  the  My  lor  parish. 

The  Council  should  take  immediate  steps  to  implement  the 
Survey  and  prevent  a  greater  number  of  houses  falling,  as  they  must 
do  if  action  is  not  taken,  into  Categories  3  and  4. 

Rodent  Control. 

The  Council  employs  a  whole-time  rodent  operator. 


Food. 

The  Ministry  of  Food  Slaughter-house  situate  at  Chace- 
water  deals  with  meat  supplied  to  the  Truro  City  area  as  well  as  the 
Rural  District. 


A  summarised  report  on  the  inspections  of  the  Meat 
Inspector  is  as  follows  — 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

excludin 

Cows 

g  Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Nuinber  killed  (if  known) 

825 

842 

1284 

4404 

31 

Number  inspected 

825 

842 

1284 

4404 

31 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

12 

47 

18 

81 

12 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned 

Not  Recorded 

10 

483 

10 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

9 

23 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned 

Not  Recorded 
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The  following  foods,  not  dealt  with  at  the  Slaughterhouse 
were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 

1 16  lbs.  of  Cheese. 

8  Boxes  Camembert  Processed  Cheese. 

5  X  If  Tins  of  F.C.  Condensed  Milk. 

1  X  Hi  oz.  Tin  of  Evaporated  Milk. 

2  X  12  oz.  Tins  of  Minced  Beef  Loaf. 

3  X  Hi  oz.  Tins  of  Veal  Loaf. 

4x12  ,,  ,,  ,, 

1  Carton  of  Dresses  Guinea  Fowls. 

34  X  6f  Bottles  of  Tomato  Ketchup. 

22  X  8  oz.  Packets  of  Sponge  Mixture. 

6  Stns.  Kippers. 

4  Tins  of  Asparagas. 

3  X  4  lb.  Tins  of  Pork. 

30  X  3i  oz.  Tins  of  Sardines. 

1  X  4  lb.  Tin  Jellied  Veal. 

1  X  19  oz.  Tin  of  Peas. 

1  X  16i  oz.  Tin  of  Beans. 

26  X  -i-  lb.  Packets  of  Pudding  Mixture. 

12  X  i"  lb.  Packets  of  Dessert  Mould. 

During  the  year  95  food  preparing  premises  and  74  Dairy 
Farms  have  been  inspected  and  improvements  requested  to  be 
carried  out  where  found  necessary. 

The  following  premises  were  registered  under  Section  14 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  : — - 

Sausage  Making  Premises  ...  12 
Ice-Cream  Premises  ..  ..  8 


E.  R.  C.  HARVEY, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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